
MIXED MESSAGES
Do you think our barbet world is contradictory? I know it is. In particular, 
when I read or ask questions about the breed and its origin, from different 
sources. Various sources – and I get different answers of the same question 
with sentences that often go abruptly apart. A fact I discovered a while 
after I had become a barbet owner. Only then I was able by my newfound 
and own experience to begin to evaluate and sort the information I was 
given. I asked more questions and got more various answers but also more 
confused and this search continued and I became even more intrigued. 
Like two incomplete puzzle that someone tossed out on the floor. I'm 
starting to gather bits but how on earth will I know which puzzles they do 
fit? I must seek help to be able to sort and find the right piece to the right 
puzzle. There has been a lot of piecing with the help of many people's 
hands but it is also a very complex story.

Among the scattered puzzle pieces and not visualizing the whole picture, 
it is no wonder that people ignore both a breed history and to formulate 
important breeding goals. Why should it be pieced? When it is possible to 
sell a rare and curly cute barbet puppy at a high price without conveying 
the facts and without touching the breed’s true background. The question 
is what is left of an endangered heritage that day when more and more 
are beginning to question the variation of the PEDIGREE DOG that they 
bought. I know of yet another thing and that is that the price was much 
too high if we loose everything we claim to uphold and care for while it all 
disappears into growing opportunism.

Welcome to the page of my experiences and lessons 
learned, thoughts and views on the dog world in ge-
neral and barbet world in particular.

I who writes am neither a breeder, nor am I into 
dogshows or competion, just a simple, ordinary 
dog owner with a critical thinking but also with a 

huge interest and heart for my two lovely four-leg-
ged companions, Koi and Mac.

/Eva
www.babetkoi.se



MY BARBET
With time, much and good help of knowledgeable and experienced indi-
viduals around Europe all scattered pieces now begin to form a coherent 
whole picture, and I understand now that my PEDIGREE DOG is a new mix 
of two different variations of two completely different origins… and not 
just my barbet, but the vast majority of them.

Are you interested in the breed Barbet and have specific requirements in 
the selection of your Barbet then maybe that I have learned can be helpful 
and useful. Not that one is better than another but to learn and under-
stand before you act. Is your only desire to get a sweet and rare dog when 
there are many beautiful dogs to choose from but this story I tell is still of 
great value as it provides a greater understanding of your own dog if you 
decide to go for the breed Barbet .

Awareness of the breed's background is of great importance. In particular, 
if you have formulated requirements and wish to know more about how 
you can take action to at least be able to affect the chances of ending up 
reasonably close to your own wishes. Knowledge that at the same time gi-
ves a good understanding of why it is not always easy or not even possible 
to predict a final result. Barbet is today a breed in variety, as the breed to 
the majority is a mix of two different variants with two completely different 
backgrounds. Which variant do you prefer or maybe this variation plays a 
smaller role or maybe none at all? Be early aware of the lower predictability 
of the Barbet since it do not commensurate with more common breeds. 
Just because it is a young mix of previous two completely separated va-
riants. Both have a very limited population and both are individually and 
additionally influenced by other breeds. The amount and dosage of these 
two variants in today's barbet will obviously affect the final result too. In 
awareness of these two variants we can be able to find the combination 
that increases the possibility of getting closer to our goal, whether we are 
dealing with breeding issues or choosing a puppy.

CHOOSING A PEDIGREE DOG WITH CARE
When I was about to choose my breed I carefully studied several different 
breeds that reasonably fitted well with the desires I had on our upcoming 
comrade and companion. We wanted an open and happy, naturally tous-
led, long-haired and robust companion that does not shed. A diamond in 
the rough, much like our Mac, but a bit more cooperative and preferably 
not as persistent as Mac but we also wanted our new friend a bit taller than 
Mac. A middlesized and not too big and heavy because I have to be able 
to carry the dog to the car if I were forced to seek emergency help by a vet. 
This time I will  get a PEDIGREE DOG because I wanted a higher predictabi-
lity in our next dog  than in our little mongrel Mac that we since previous 
already had. I also wanted to have a better insight into my dog's history 
- both in terms of health but also the exterior and interior - in appearance 
and character. Just like the top argument SKK specifies as number one in 
their five-point list of why we dog buyers should choose a PEDIGREE DOG 
– YOU KNOW WHAT YOU GET!
I wanted to be more prepared and well-informed about the breed that I 



decided to pick. Partly to better understand my own dog, and thus beco-
me a good guide during our time together, and partly to satisfy my own 
curiosity by getting a dog where I could follow his background unlike 
those unanswered questions I have about my mongrel Mac.

MEDIATE FACTS
Despite my preparatory work I would soon after my puppy purchase 
discover that the argument "You know what you get" does not apply to 
the rare breed Barbet. In Barbet there is a much larger and more complex 
background than generally is conveyed. The biggest flaw is that the infor-
mation ignores important facts and there are question marks in the histo-
rical background that still is looking for answers. A history that we should 
be straight and honest about but also open communicate - both what we 
do know but also to explain why there is variation as well as ambiguities. 
The vast majority of today's barbet is a mix of two different variations. 
There is the original one which is a working dog of griffon type which was 
constructed during the the second half of 1800s and which is the one to 
who the first standard was written in 1886. A breed standard which now 
are reworked to fit the second variant, a variant of a company dog of pood-
le type, and constructed from scratch with a completely different back-
ground from the original. This took place in the late 1970s and onwards. 
The designer named his new breed variety as Barbet Modern. Two former 
completely separate versions and since 2000 crossed with each other. 

These two variants are due to their extremely small population also been 
crossed with still other breeds. Which in turn affected the current results 
because few, based on various reasons, have taken little account of the 
breed's actual background. The original version is now almost extinct yet 
it is still visible and genetically present because a few breeders are consci-
ously and wholeheartedly involved in the breeding goal to the extent pos-
sible, trying to preserve what is left of the original type. This occurs while 
the vast majority of breeders are engaged in breeding based on different 
premises with less or no account taken to the two different variants and 
their history. We should also be aware that a rare breed also attracts both 
breeders and owners who prefer the commotion surrounding the rarities, 
which commands a higher price and extra attention in the dog contexts 
and therefore there are other things than valuable knowledge about the 
breed that comes as first priority.

If we are not familiar with the complex background of the Barbet, this 
means that the breed’s variation continues to grow while its predictability 
decreases. A fact that leads to greater uncertainty about the breed but also 
in its goals and development. When facts and rumors all the time worn and 
bumped against each other, this also means an unfavorable working en-
vironment for those involved in the breed. Today both France, which owns 
the breed standard, like the rest of organized dog world claims that they 
care for the barbet but no one shows a will to convey or much less to sort 
and structure a complex background of the Barbet. We also lacks a history 
of the breed and also a breed analysis which in this complexity would have 
been a very helpful instrument for all involved with the Barbet. The pro-



blem I want to highlight rests not in what we feel, think, or prioritize but 
entirely on the absence of facts. Meaningful facts which constitute a solid 
support in our various decision but also in an understanding and greater 
awareness of the breed Barbet.

CLEAR, OPEN AND HONEST
If I buy a dachshound, I expect a dachshound. Whatever PEDIGREE DOG 
chosen, we expect, if not in millimeter precision, so at least a result reaso-
nably within its scope of its Breed description. The problem with a lesser 
known PEDIGREE DOG is that there are very few around who are knowled-
geable enough to convey facts. Ignorance about a breed also means that 
rumors and myths get large space and rarely gets these saying contradic-
ted because knowledge is completely missing. If we do not know what it 
is we expect and do not know anything about the breed's history, we can 
just be as easily ripped out the truth behind. Since few are familiar with 
the topic, it is also easy to say both this and that, precisely because no one 
really knows for certain. 

Will it be a dachsbracke out of the dachshund I bought it is an obvious 
error. If I buy a barbet but gets a poodle when there are very few who 
would even react since there are very few who know and have experience 
of the breed Barbet. Personally, I have nothing against either poodle or 
crossbreeds, I already have a bit of everything in my little black and frisky 
crossroad Mac. A crossbreed where the seller before buying my pup Mac 
truthfully told about the different racial distribution of Mac’s both parents 
and also the reason behind the mating. The sincerity of openness should 
be communicated and pursued - no matter what type of dog that is sold 
and selected.

NOT ALWAYS OBVIOUS
The problem with the barbet stems from a lack of information that does 
not convey an accurate picture of the breed. If I choose a PEDIGREE DOG 
I expect to receive truthful and accurate information about the dog and 
its background so that I get what I want and pay for. Is it a breed under 
construction or an already well established breed? Is it a new design, I 
wish, of course, to be aware of this so that I am well prepared on the lower 
predictability, but also on the different variations that may be the outcome 
of my future dog. 

Obviously, if I choose a pure bred dog I want to be given the opportunity 
to apply the combination where I have the best chance to be close to the 
very qualities that I prioritize and look for in my future companion. If the 
establishment doesn’t convey an accurate picture of the breed's actual 
status, how shall I as an unexperienced buyer know which questions to ask 
or what criteria I should seek to come close to my own desires? Nor will I be 
prepared to the actual variation that could have given a better understan-
ding of my own dog and his development. 

Several of our 342 different breeds have different variations of varying 
reasons and where their respective breed club also sincerely convey this 



information so that buyers are aware of a variation and thus may seek the 
type that fits their own preferences best. Good information also prepares 
and provides an understanding of a variety. Is there a wide variation the 
more important to be honest about it. Facts that should be conveyed by 
the organized dog world, and not least by the French who own and have 
the main responsibility for the Barbet and its variants.

FACTS OR BELIEF
Some claim that I am a malicious troublemaker who writes to ruin the lives 
of others. This statement, dear reader, is so far from my nature as you can 
get. I am a free seeker who cherishes both my rights and the duties, the 
pen's strength and courage, but also my integrity. I dislike injustice, bigo-
try, and not least stupidity. I write in KoiPeace to share my experience but 
also to highlight the shortcomings of the organized dog world which with 
responsibility and good will can and could be remedied. 

I'm sorry about the lack of accurate breed facts and at the same time 
worried because few show willingness to inform and explain the circum-
stances surrounding a PEDIGREE DOG with an exceptional background. If 
we convey important facts, we can create greater understanding and thus 
support both the race as the people around it. The most important thing 
for organized dog world; To pinpoint a reality-based vision for the breed 
and its uncertain future.
My writing is done with the goal of protecting an endangered heritage but 
also for a wider and friendlier approach in a sincerer dog world that has 
learned to understand the difference between facts and beliefs.

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH ME!
Most likely I will write more about Barbet Koi and our meeting with reality 
under the topic Barbet. My views but also knowledge I wish to share which 
have increased the understanding of my own dog but also affected my 
role as owner of a rare breed. My beloved and giant Barbet Koi – With all 
my strength and all of my very best will I can never ever carry him to my car 
if he would ever become sick or injured. Well aware of my shortcomings, I 
have an actionable plan. If, in case the accident makes itself present; Then 
I put Koi on a rug, and instead of carry him I drag him to the car. It is said 
that it procures unimagined forces in alarming situations, so I know that if I 
only get Koi to my car or the other way around  I will in an emergency also 
budge him into my car for a quick transport to the vet. Pepper, pepper on 
wood! I prefer to avoid accident, but as always, it is of great benefit to be 
aware of what I can and cannot do. To be well prepared and therefor better 
manage life's many different scenarios – predicted as unpredicted!


